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MUCK RAKE 1§ THE BIBLE

First Montioned There aa One of the
Affotions of Job.

VANITY A CAUSE OF THE DISEASE

But Thelr Was an Ellhe Even Then
to Answer the Muckrakers,
Hdward W. Townsend
Folnts Out.

NEW YORK, Feb. 5—There has recently
besn orgnnized In Montelair an Informal
ttle club known as the Fellowship Clrcle.
It i compoged of mbout twenty men who
are publishers, authors, newspaper men and
illustrators, and the club meets once &
month at the house of some one of ita
members,

At the lust meetling of the cluby, whiclh
wos held at the home of Dr. Arthur B
the suhbject Tor discussion was
*Yollow Journalism.” Edward W. Town-
pend read tho following novel contribution
to the history of muckraking:

The evening's subject, as announced, s
“Yellow Journuljsm and the Muckruking
Magazinea.” ‘This to be a oom.
pound subject, yet oasily resolves (tmelf
into & slmple one, for, as 1 understand the
matter, & yellow journalist 1s & muckraker
who has becoms o magazinist.

The muokrakar s doubtless ns old as
oivilization, but thé first mention of him

known to us ns the Book of Job. The
hero was & man whoss oxcellence would
have oecasloned the muckraker, If none
sxisted bafore his time, hecause “That man
was perfect and upright, and one that
foared God and eschewed evil."

With such an enlicing target could the
devil have falled to create a muckraker
for his especinl undoing? T think not.
He was a perfect and upright, therefore
the vanity of the imperfect and unfalr rose
sp  agninst  him—the muckraker came

man who speaks the language of reproof
has something te reprove. But remember,
Eliphaz was the first muckraker Job had
encountered, and he was not yet familiar
with the devices of the tribe.

He got to know them better when he had
been “exposed’” by others, by Blldad and
by Zophar, It was Zophar, by the way,
who wrung the observation out of Job.
“Man that is born of woman s of few days,
and full of trouhle;” and later, when the
muckrukers had struck thelr galt, the per-
fect man was goaded to exclabm: “Miser-
able comforiers are ya alll"

Hea proceeds t¢ consider mucknkin: in
language which seems to me to have A
presont day application. “'Shall valn wards
have an end?’ he asks; and finding that
there i» to be no end he continues, hoping
to shut up his comforters, at least while he
himuself hos the floor: “I could speak as yo
do; If your soul were in my soul's stead I
could hesp up words agalnst you, and
shake mine head ut you. He hath made
me wolry; and thou hast filled me with
wrinkles. God hath dalivered me to the
ungodly, and turned me into the hands
of tho wicked. How long will ye vex my
soul, and break me in pleces with words?
These ten times ye have repromched me;
ye are nof ashamed that ye munke your-
selyes strange to me—if, Indeed, ye will
magnify yourselves!™

Right there Job was gvtting on to their
Job; they were all out to magnify them-
pelven,

“How oft Is the candle of the wioked put
Out?™ he asks at last, granting, for the sake
of argument, that he (s wicked, and that
the muckrakers are trying to put out his
candle. As to that, nelther Zophar nor Bil-
dnd nor Eliphag guve answer.

They couldn't. It wasn't in their contract
to answer. They were aotl trying to put
out apybody's candle, but merely trimming
i, that It might give light enough to ware
rant thelr calling {t & horrible conflagration,

8o ?heu three men cearsd to answer
Job," says "our authoy, and adds, “Then
wie kindled the wrath of Ellhu, the Busite,
because they had found no answer, and yet
had condemned Job"

I refer you to the early verses of the

forth,

The first muckraker: to Intorview Job
sadd to Bim: “If we essay to commune with
thee wilt thou be grieved? bLut who ocan
withhold himaself from speaking?™’

1t i@ no wonder that Job was dlscom-
fited when he encountered a man who
ecott)ld not be withheld from speaking, even
when he had pothing to say which any one

wanted to hear, and that the perfect man,

aaid In his bewilderment: “Doth the wild
ass bray when he hath grass? or lowsth
the ox over his fodder?™' It was after the
first muckraker had his thnings with Job
that the perfect may was moved to aek:
“Fow forceful are right words! But what
doth your arsuing reprove?’ .

Sinipla soul! He supposed that
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thirty-second chapter of Job for this in-
teresting evidence that even in the dnys of

the anclent Hebrew posts, an Wihy, o
IB\uun woas put forward 10 give answer
when the muck makeérs could not justify
their mkings. There is nothing new under
the present sadministration. Elihus were
always on hand o speak when a Busite
was noeded to say & few words o muék
mking comforters,

We may discover by searching other
books of the same unimpenchdble atuthority
As that already quoted by what symploms
wo can safely dipgnose the diseass of muck
raking. I s vanity. There oan be no
doubt about that.

An abnormally vain man 8 & potential
mpok raker, and should at onee be isolated
and sevevely fumligsted Notorfety is as
the breath of thelr nostrils; more 8o, even.
thin 6 cents a word: though, doultless,
thes vanity of the muck raker ls fertilized
by the price he recelves for exploiting hls
diseane.

The Psalmist says: “Surely. men of low
dogres are vanlty,” and in Zechariah we
read: “For the Idols have spoken wvanity
and the diviners huve seen a lle, and have
tok] false dreams; they comfort In valn™
Indead, wo could weary carselyes multiply-
ing sasertions found in the Hible that the

THE OMAHA

SUNDAY BEE:

REPAIRIN G

We can replace all broken or desfroyed parls.
WE GUARANTEE all repaired ariicles to be as

GOOD AS NEW

PLATING

\

All shades of Brass, Copper, Nic:kel, Gold or
Silver—Any Color on Any Mefal

l

Altar Equipmenit, Communion Services and All
CHURCH FIXTURES REFINISHED

FEBRUARY 10, 1907.

- 314 South Thirteenth Street

they concelve mischief; and bring forth
Inlquity.” Again, in Egekiel: “Because ye
have spoken vanity and seen llea, there-
fore. behold, I am against you. And my
hand shaM b upon the prophets who see
vanity and that divine les."

As 1 understand Ezeklel, the much raker
se0s vanity because It Is a palpable efMu-
vium riaing ke a mist out of his own
heart, and making his vision murky,

Excellent Jeremlah sald of them: "And
they bend thelr tongue like their bow for
lies; but they are not vallant for the truth
upon the earth.” The book polnts oul that
the muck rakers’ industry s not cheerful
to any but themselves. In Kzekiel this is
stated with admirable clearness, thus: “He-
of the righteous sad, whom I_have not
made sad.”

F This thought leads us *from the moral

to the commercial aspect of muck raking.
Nothing Iin magaszine journalism which is
not cheerful can permancolly suvceed—
unjess it chances to be well written, and
thelr most shamless apologist has never
sald that & muck raker could write well
No magusine proprietor would Indulge In
even a natural propensity for muck raking
if he thought it were tmmoral—and I have
proved that it Is immornl by authoritiesa
which magazine proprietors and editors
would have obeyed If they had heard of
them before now. No; 1 speak of tho com-
merclal aspect, assuming that it has beon
connidered heretofore by those who belleved
the Industry moral,

God did not make us sad; und the meas-
ure of our litteness compared to His Infinite
greatiess s manifest In ope respect, in
thist, while God did not design un Lo be sad,
somé men In all ages have endeavored tu
make us so. To this ungodly class the
muck raker essentially belongs. '

It i godlike to be cheerful, and it s thus
the instinet of honest men; bat to be chear-
ful is to be natural to altract attention
from the general., and is therefore din-
esteemed by’ the muck raker. But with
malicious premeditation to set about the
task of making people sad will-guin noto-
riety which, to the valp, Is a welcome es-
cape from lives of concealed usclessness.
“If we cannot be known for dolng well,
at least let us be known for doing 1L they
shriek, “and set the saddening muck rake
fAying."

The bora muck raker cannot endure to
wuste his equivalent for frugrance on the
desert alr: It must be wafted in the market
place, no matter how it offends the nostrila
of the people. At least the people know
it Is there, though they suffer in the kpowl-
edge. No muck raker ever periashed from
excens of decency.

80, we ask, Is it commercially wise for a
magagine to do that which though it mo-
mentarily sttracts attention does it only
to sadden? Attentiofi> as 1t i interpreted
by the muck faker mnd his poblisher, In
success. But an attention which has In it
the force of repulsion i as unprofitable as
the dream stolen from the cug; the awaken-
ing comes pot -.l.mu with & sore hoeart,
which can be hidden, but als with a sore
head, which advertises itself.

To reduce our figure to literal speech. the
maguzine which attracts sttention, that is,
readers and advertisers, by making dis-
orderly nolses in bad company Is preparing
for Itself o lodge in some vast wilderness,
where It will circulate only mmohg carrion
birde and carry mo sdvercisemerits except
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ness to print muck? I think not

The mills are regrinding into pulp the
paper on which were prin.ed "“The Treason
of the Benate,” *““The Shame of the Citles."
“The Crime of Frenzled Finance,” regrind-
ing into pulp to make sheets for the re-
printing of “Don Quixots,” "“The Pickwick
Papers,” “The Bigiow Papers '

Having disposed of the subject morally
and commetclally, we have only to con-
sider it politically. 1s it good politics to
print muck? No; it's rotten!

Bome one hns sald that he would rdther
live under a government hy the press than
under a government without & presa, |
Agrea. I belleve that a majority of our law
makers, our law executives, our law ex-
pounders on the bench, are honest; but
the muachinery whl*:h put them In ofMce
is not In honest hunds' and the minority

among them s dishonsst—and clever.,

The pross, which is cheerfully allve to
the faet that more honest men than rogues
are In office, which is alert to the evil de-
vices of the rogues, as waell as to the godd
intentions of the honest; the press which
seea and approves Lhe efforts for good
government, while It exposes the effort
to do {1, that press is vitally necessary to
our government.

But the miuckmker would destroy thatl
government which the honest press pre-
serven, He does not search for the good
to commend, but only for the evil to con-
demn; he does not instruet when the honest
majority is bedeviled by the dishonest min-
ority but shouts that all are dishonest and
discournges those who strive to do well;
he does not exercise his ability, does not
take advantage of his opportunity to ap-
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plaud the good but only to distort every ap-
pearance of evil Into proof that all Is evil
He Is feeding his vanity with muck, not
his readers with truth,

He would If he had the power tear down
our government, for his measures are
neither remedial nor comstruoctive. FHe Is a
fulse prophet, who, like those spoken of In
Isaiah, belleves: “When the overflowing
scourge shall pass through it shall not come
unio us, for we have made lles our refuge.”

But. sald Bophocles:

Lét them, then, mock and laugh at this
man's woes;

The time may come when they who did
not

care
To see him living, in the nesd of war
May groan that he is dead; for still the

Purpou nover know the good they have,
l'n 1 they lome It

After all, my friends, I bellove my deep-

est quarrel with the muckrakers 18 that
they are such a saddening lot. I never
wearied mymll seaking chasten =iny 1%
usually finds its punish without my
Ak, I notics; yet I would like to help
soourge the muckrakers beoauss they have
mought 0 sadden the world

It Is an exoellent place of residences
with every modern oonvenlanos, lght, air,
an uplifting view, with good seciety; and
sooms especially designed for cheerful
souls. And so it would be always were it
not for ths muckraker. Lat us redolce
that it s s0; most of the time, in spite of
him,

i

Natumlly & gir! would rather be beauntiful
than intellectual. There are more stupld
men in the world than blind enes

L]

Mantation Day Wedding.

HAE of the largest weddings over
held in North Carolina took place
at Bpray when Miss® Gray More-
head, daughter of Major and Mra.
J. Turner Morehead of New York,

sranddaughter of the late Governor

Morehead of North Caroling, was murtied

to Mr. Robert Lewls Parrish of Covington,

Va. Two thousand Invigations havn been

lasued for the event,

The wedding wok place in mo house
winch has been in the family possesalon
for years, the birthplace of Miss More-
head, and s now ocoupied by relativea,
Mr. and Mrs, B, Frank Mesbane, Owing to
the prominence’ of the Morehead family
great preparations were made for the
event, Beven houses, with the respective
nogro servanis of each, with the respoctive
by friends for the entertalnment of the
wedding guests.

Plang for' aus old fashloned Southern
country wedding were carried out to the
letter The house was trimmed with & pro-
fusion of Virginia smilux and American

L

Heauly roses. The ceremony WwWas per-
formed at 9 o clock.
A wmupper was served to mnearly 1000

guests, followed by dancing and later by &
Virginia reel, in which four generations of
the Morehead family participated.
__b_
Wedding Without Romance,

Ad the result of ¥, D. Marvin, county
superintendent of the poor, Traverse CRy,
Mich,, resolving hlmself into & matrimonial
agoncy, Peter Schofelt of Buckley and
Mrs. Christina Weess of Traverse Cily weie
married.

Mrs, Weesa was divorced a short time ago
and has besn drifting toward the poor-
house, aid having been given her by the
county. The superintendent knew that Mr.
Behofelt wanted a housckeepor and wanied
one badly, that he was willing o marry
one, 80 be brought the couple together,

AL the moeting oold facts alone fgured,
the groom's farm, two lota in Buckiey and
personal property belng a great faclor,
Mra, Weese had had experience with the
Nekleness of men, so she Jooked the ground
over earefully, going to Buckley for the
purpose. Then she ausked for time to think
it over.

%0 the meantime two Other women got
wise and guing Lo Buckley wooed Bhofelt
in such an arduois manner .that he was
frightened. When he was "around they
were perfoot doves, but when he left the
house they mel in u hand-to-hand encountier
and were separated by him,

In & spirit of revenge one Is sald to have
filled her valise with sllverware on her do-
parture and an officer was reguired to
make hur give It up.

Bobofelt was attruoted by Mre Weess,

however, and concluded to take her. The
climax eame when he found that she did
not have money enough to pay the attorney
who secured her divoree, so the prospec-
tive groom shelled out the necessary 0
us flret payment on his wife.

__G,-...—
For the Fifth Time.

Robert J. Burkett and Hannak M. Buor-
kett, who lived on a ranch north of Lander,
Wyo,, have just been married for the fifth
time, having been divorced four times since
they first became husband and wife, twenty
oldd yearas ago.

Within six months after their first mar-
ringe In Montana, Mrs. Burkett applisd
for and obtnined a divorce from hor hus-
band on the ground of cruelty., Within a
year they remarried, quarreled soon after
the sscond marriege, and Mre. Burkstt
left her bhusband, who obtained a divorce
on the ground of desertion. ‘The next
divorco was obtained by the wife on the
ground of desertion and nonsupport. The
last divorce was obtained by the husband
un the ground of desertion.

—-q.‘y-—
Win Hridea and Cnse.

Cupid's first venlure in "hookmaking”
has gone on record with the double clope-
ment of four Chiongo young persons and
proved (o be such & fAnancinl success that
for & wiek the elopers have been enjoying
a&n expensive honeymoon off the proceeds,

The novel ides of getting married as o
financial wventure, relates the Chicago
Tribune, was conceived by Fred Crelghton,
1% yeurs of age, sud netled §70, clears
money, at wvarious odds. IHis bride was
Miss Hlanche Miltimore, aged 15

When Creighton and his bride  told of
thelr plans to his chum, Willam BEckhardt,
2 years old, whose father runs the Walton
gurage, Walion Place sand North State
strect, aud whoss sweetheart was Ruby
Miltimore, the 8-year-old slster of Crelgh-
ton's bride, the plans were soon lald In
real romance fashion. They all would elope
in an sulomobile to be furnished by Eek-
bardt,

The four were married with a double
woddiag, January 15, In Crown FPolnt, ind.,
By Judge Nicholson, and after & week's
boneymoon they returned to Chicago.

The plans as formed were carried out to
the letter. The one trouble in the course of
truoe love only tended 1o give & litile more
romantic savor (0 the escapade. Thal was
that when within three and a hulf miles
of Crown Polnt the automobile broke down.
The journcy was fabhed on foot, but
within the given thne necessary 0 win
the §170 in bots wrranged Ly Cralghtlon.

The story &8 & whoie makes the avorage
paper back lova story look dull and un-
oventful. To begin with, Creighton is only

J. Mitchell and Dr. Fred A. Blssctt, all of
whom have offices adjoining one another
at 23000 Cottage Grove avenus. He Is stren-
uous, for, besldes look after his work as
office boy, he has besn Wtepding ths Wen-
dell Phillips High sohool of mornlngs, was
an usher svenings at the Btudsbaker thea-
ter, and on the side found time for couriing
Miss Miltimore,

“Well, 1 was driven to it,”" was the ex-
planition of young Crelghton last evening,
shortly after the quartet had arrived in
Chiougo. "The doctors jollled the life out
of me for trying to court & girl and keep
up with all my other duties, and sald they'd
bet 1'd never win her. When they talked
of betting It looked like easy money for
me, because I thought I knew pretiy nearly
how 1 stood in Miss Miltimore's good
gracess 1 asked them how much they'd
bet.

“That only encouraged them, and the
said they'd make It ten 1o five. I sald I’
take them up and limit the time to forty-
elght hours, Then all the rest of my
friends who heard of my bet wanted to
game. 1 talked It over with Miss Miltl-

—_————

Curious and Romantic Capers of Cupid

more, and she sald she was ready any old
time. I figured out it was 510 clear money,
and bave collected the cash.'

—_—p—
Wedded in Trolley Car.

A novel ceremony was performed in Jack-
son, Miss., whan Miss Maud Smith became
the wife of Meady Plercoa. After securing a
marringe lloenso the prospective bridegroom
negotiated with a magistmte to moet hiny
@t & designated corner and accompany him
on & street car ride.

The accommodating justice did so und
after bourding the car was Introduced to
Miss 8mith and ipformed that they desired
to hage n marriage cergmony periormed
then and there.

Thisn was a little out of the ordinary, but
the justice, still accommodating, mada bls
preparations for tying the nuptlal knot
while the car spoeded onward. Just befure
roaching the end of the track the eoupla
announced that they were ready wnd, atand.
Ing in the center of the csr, wers soon &S
tghtly tied as If the oaremony had bean
performed In the biggest and most slab-
orately decorated church In Amerioa
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18 a wonderful window cleaner—swiltly
and completely removing all grime and
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